
	
 
 

Clinic & Presentation Schedule 
STUDENTS NOT PERFORMING DURING THE FOLLOWING TIMES SHOULD PLAN ON ATTENDING THE CLINICS BELOW 

 
11:15AM-12:00PM GUITAR WORKSHOP (A252) 
DONOVAN MIXON 
Chicago-based guitarist and composer Donovan Mixon has been a free-lance guitarist and teacher for several decades.  Before settling in 
Chicago, Mixon spent eighteen years living abroad in Italy and turkey, performing widely at festivals including Umbria, Monticello, Istanbul, 
Ankara, and Fano jazz. He released multiple recordings during this period - a highlight of his discography is his appearance on Free With Lee 
(Philology Records), featuring alto saxophone legend Lee Konitz.  His critically acclaimed text Performance Ear Training (advance music, 2000) 
has become a cornerstone in aural skills pedagogy and continues to inform his workshops and online teaching. Earlier in his career, while a 
full-time professor at Berklee College of music, Mixon was awarded a national endowment for the arts grant for jazz composition. 
Please bring your instruments! 
 

12:00PM -1:00PM NOONTIME CONCERT (MAIN AUDITORIUM): 
“TWIN TALK” 
Since forming in 2012, Chicago’s Twin Talk has steadily drifted from the conventions of the saxophone trio. Saxophonist Dustin Laurenzi, 
bassist-singer Katie Ernst, and drummer Andrew Green have spent their time on the band stage together making their music elastic, 
spontaneous, and open, embracing new inspirations without stifling the improvisational heart of their work. While all three musicians are 
active members in the city’s bustling jazz community, each playing in numerous working bands, they’ve found a true collective voice as Twin 
Talk. They use live performances as opportunities to stretch—expanding on composed material and ditching set lists in favor of calling tunes 
on the fly.  On their latest album Twin Talk Live, the trio blur the boundaries between near-telepathic collective improvisation and highly 
composed songs, resulting in a studio album with all the viscerality of their live shows. Twin Talk Live is out now on Shifting Paradigm 
Records. 
 

1:15 – 2:00PM RHYTHM SECTION CLINIC (A252 ALUMNI HALL) 
 

“TWIN TALK” - DUSTIN LAURENZI (SAXOPHONE), KATIE ERNST (BASS/VOCALS), ANDREW GREEN (DRUMS) 
 

Join our trio for a demonstration and Q and A session on how to play rhythm section instruments in combo and big band settings. 
Please do not bring your instruments 
 

2:00PM-2:45PM IMPROVISATION WORKSHOP (A252 ALUMNI HALL) 
ROOSEVELT GRIFFIN 
Dr. Roosevelt Griffin III is a highly esteemed scholar and practitioner in the field of music education. He holds a deep conviction that music 
education is not simply a career, but a way of life. In his instructional methodology, Dr. Griffin emphasizes intentionality, care, and love, 
with a commitment to promoting musical excellence as well as unity and diversity.In 2017, Dr. Griffin founded the Griffin Institute of 
Performing Arts NFP, an institution that harnesses the transformative power of the arts to elevate the lives of students and families across 
southern Cook County and beyond. He also occupies the Walter Dyett Chair for Jazz Studies, Diversity, and Inclusion at VanderCook College 
of Music, is the owner and operator of GI Music LLC., and serves as the Youth Ensemble Director for the Chicago Jazz Philharmonic. 
Please bring your instruments! 
 

2:45-3:30PM PLAY BY EAR WORKSHOP (A252 ALUMNI HALL) 
TODD KELLY 
Professor Todd Kelly explains his methodology behind the aural tradition of learning jazz and improvised music.  Through this workshop, 
attendees will learn a New Orleans brass band tune by ear! 
Please bring your instruments! 
 

3:30-4:15PM JAM SESSION (A252 ALUMNI HALL) 
CHRIS MADSEN AND MEMBERS OF THE LOYOLA UNIVERSITY JAZZ BAND 
Professor Todd Kelly explains his methodology behind the aural tradition of learning jazz and improvised music.  Through this workshop, 
attendees will learn a New Orleans brass band tune by ear! 
Please bring your instruments! 
 

4:30PM SPECIAL PRESENTATION (MAIN AUDITORIUM): 
SEAN JONES AND MEMBERS OF THE SEAN JONES QUARTET 
This special presentation will include insight on playing in big band/combo settings, improvisation techniques, composition, and more—
including audience Q and A!  Be sure to get your tickets for the evening performance featuring The Sean Jones Quartet with an opening 
performance by the ETHS Jazz Ensemble!   
 

7:00PM FEATURED EVENING CONCERT (MAIN AUDITORIUM): 
THE SEAN JONES QUARTET 
The ETHS Jazz Festival is excited to welcome The Sean Jones Quartet!   


